
Comprehensive air quality impact 
assessment of development sites

Ambient air quality is a material consideration 
under planning law. As such, planning authorities 
and developers are required to assess the potential 
impacts of proposed developments on air quality 
and the associated health and environmental 
impacts. If appropriate, proposed mitigation 
measures to reduce these impacts must be stated 
in the planning application to gain planning 
permission.

When considering specific development 
proposals, a planning authority is required to 
achieve a balance between economic, social and 
environmental considerations. For this reason, it is 
necessary to give due regard to air quality and pay 
particular attention to:
• Compliance with national air quality objectives.
• Whether the proposed development will 

materially affect any air quality action plan or 
strategy.

• The overall degradation (or improvement) in 
local air quality.

• Whether the proposed development will 
introduce new public exposure into an area of 
existing poor air quality.

Where several developments are proposed, the 
cumulative air quality impact can be assessed. 
Ricardo has proven tools, including our proprietary 
air quality diagnostics and decision support tool 
– RapidAir® (www.goo.gl/8r9dC5), to support 
planners with such assessments.

Ricardo works with developers and planning 
authorities to provide air quality impact 
assessments of proposed developments that 
are balanced, proportionate and technically 
robust. Our work ensures air quality impacts are 
appropriately considered without unduly delaying 
the planning process.

ee.ricardo.comDelivering Excellence Through Innovation & Technology

EIA Quality Mark

We are a member of the EIA Quality Mark 
scheme operated by the Institute of 
Environmental Management & Assessment 
(IEMA), providing clients with independent 
assurance of the high standard of our work. 

www.goo.gl/8r9dC5


For more information about how we can support your air quality impact assessment 
needs, please contact us at enquiry-ee@ricardo.com or +44 (0) 1235 753000

ee.ricardo.com

Ricardo’s experts have been at the forefront of 
air quality management for over six decades – 
protecting the air we breathe and helping our 
clients achieve their objectives. Our team has a 
detailed understanding of planning requirements, 
the pressured nature of development and strong 
relationships with the regulators across the UK. 
We have delivered air quality impact assessment 
training and advice to regulatory officers from over 
250 local authorities providing unparalleled insights 
into their requirements and expectations.   

Our technical and consultancy support covers 
a wide range of developments – from feasibility 
assessments and consenting through to post-
submission support. Our expertise and pragmatic 
approach is underpinned by decades of experience 
in the planning and permitting of residential, 
commercial, industrial and waste-management 
facilities, and infrastructure developments, which 
means we provide:
• A deep understanding of financial and risk 

management expectations. 
• The ability to optimise the consent attainment 

process. 
• An efficient and cost-effective delivery of 

consent for air quality issues, with appropriate 
and achievable conditions, and a consented 
development.

Our services

Our comprehensive and authoritative air quality 
services include:
• Air quality modelling and impact mitigation 

– we develop and apply dispersion modelling 
solutions to the assessment of new 
developments.

• Air quality and dust measurements – from 
short-term air quality surveys and mobile 
monitoring using low-cost techniques to full-
blown, highly accurate, reference-equivalent 
monitoring programmes using state-of-the-art 
measurement and data analysis techniques.

• Odour measurement and assessment – odour 
sampling and UKAS accredited olfactometry 
service to provide quantitative and robust 
evaluations of odour, and the development of 
odour management plans for industrial process 
operators and regulators.

• Stakeholder engagement and management 
– support with stakeholder engagement and 
management to expedite consent/regulatory 
approval.

• Expert witness – we have extensive experience 
in providing expert witness support throughout 
the planning application process and in 
subsequent inquiries.

Our experience

Our expertise is underpinned by a long track record 
of delivering air quality impact assessments for 
planning support. Below are two example projects 
that have benefited from our expertise:
• Delivery of a siting analysis and detailed 

study of the air quality impact of a proposed 
biomass combustion facility for a new school 
development in Scotland. Our assessment 
assisted in securing planning permission for the 
new development while addressing concerns 
expressed by local communities about the 
potential air quality and health impacts of the 
proposed facility.

• Review of a planning application for a proposed 
recycling centre, including review of the air 
quality, health and nature conservation impacts 
of the proposed development, and subsequent 
expert witness support at a public inquiry. 
Ricardo’s impartial, expert input was reflected 
on by the council’s principal planner ‘Ricardo’s 
expert witnesses provided valuable input 
throughout the planning application process 
and the subsequent inquiry. Their evidence on 
air quality, health and impact on habitats formed 
a key part of the assessment and was presented 
in an impartial and balanced way.’
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